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ESSER Audit Considerations
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How ESSER Affects Audits

* Additional funds can result in type of audit required resulting in additional costs.

» ESSER grant can be used to pay for additional audit costs, including accounting assistance.

* The rules are the same with ESSER money. Example is capital projects, > $80,000 require 3 bids per MCA 20-9-204(3)
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A What To Do If There Is An Audit Finding

opi.mt.gov

1. Determine if the money needs to be returned.

2. Within 30 days, a corrective action plan must be
submitted, with a separate response for each finding.

3. Each finding response must include the answer to each of
the following questions:

Why did the deficiency occur?

What is being done to correct the deficiency?

Who is responsible for correcting the deficiency?

When will the corrective measure(s) be implemented?
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https://svc.mt.gov/doa/lgs/home

w*‘ ESSER - Elementary and Secondary
opla.gov School Emergency Relief

“Preventing, Preparing for, and Responding Audit Contacts:
to the Covid-19 pandemic and its effects on Kristen Becker, OPI Auditor
Montana Students” kristen.becker@mt.gov or (406) 444-0701
ESSER Contacts: Barb Quinn, OPI School Finance
Rebecca Brown, ESSER Program Manager barbara.quinn@mt.gov or (406) 444-3249

rebecca.brown@mt.gov or (406) 437-4795

Or, call the auditor on contract with your
Wendi Fawns, ESSER/EANS Director ’ ua ontract with you
school or district.

wendi.fawns@mt.gov or (406) 437-8595 Be mindful that auditors are often limited to
contractual obligations and stipulations.

OPI Auditing Webpage:
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Finance-Grants/School-Finance/School-Finance-Auditing
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